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STATEMENT BY SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
DEDICATION CEREMONY FOR JEANNETTE RANKIN STATUE
MAY 1, 1985
IT'S A PRIVILEGE TO BE HERE TODAY TO HONOR ONE OF MONTANA'S
MOST OUTSTANDING NATIVE DAUGHTERS AND ONE OF THE NATION'S
GUTSIEST PUBLIC SERVANTS*
JEANNETTE RANKIN SYMBOLIZES WHAT IS BEST ABOUT MONTANA: AN
INDEPENDENT MIND***FIERCELY HELD CONVICTIONS...THE COURAGE TO
STAND UP FOR HER BELIEFS..TOUGHNESS TO TAKE ON ALL CHALLENGES,
NO MATTER HOW GREAT*
IF MISS RANKIN WERE HERE TODAY, I'M SURE SHE WOULD ASK US
NOT TO FOCUS ON THE PAST, BUT TO LOOK TO THE FUTURE.
SHE WOULD ASK US NOT JUST TO TALK ABOUT HER ACHIEVEMENTS,
BUT TO BUILD ON THEM*
MISS RANKIN WAS A POLITICAL ACTIVIST -- PAR EXCELLENCE. HER
DEDICATION TO THE WOMANS SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT DEMONSTRATES THIS
FACT*
SHE ONCE SAID: "IF I AM REMEMBERED FOR NO OTHER ACT, I WANT
TO BE REMEMBERED AS THE ONLY WOMAN WHO EVER VOTED TO GIVE WOMEN
2
THE RIGHT TO VOTE*
THAT VOTE OCCURRED IN THE 65TH SESSION OF CONGRESS, IN 1919,
DURING Miss RANKIN'S FIRST TERM REPRESENTING MONTANA IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES*
THAT VOTE FOR SUFFRAGE WAS PRECIOUS TO Miss RANKIN BECAUSE
IT CULMINATED YEARS OF GRASS-ROOTS POLITICAL ACTIVISM*
AS A YOUNG WOMAN, MISS RANKIN HAD WORKED TIRELESSLY FOR
SUFFRAGE LEGISLATION ENACTED IN MONTANA, WASHINGTON AND
CALIFORNIA*
DURING HER CAMPAIGN FOR SUFFRAGE IN MONTANA, SHE VISITED
EVERY COUNTY MORE THAN ONCE*
IN A MAY, 1914 LETTER TO ANOTHER SUFFRAGETTE, Miss RANKIN
SAID OF HER TRAVELS:
"I HAVE JUST RETURNED FROM A MONTH'S TRIP THROUGH SEVEN
LARGE COUNTIES* I MADE 26 SPEECHES IN 25 DAYS* WE ELECTED 20
PRECINCT LEADERS, AND HELD ONE REGULAR COUNTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE
MEETING* It
FEW POLITICIANS TODAY WOULD BE ABLE TO MATCH MISS RANKIN'S
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("ENERGY ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL*
I AM SURE THAT IF SHE HAD WRITTEN A BOOK ON POLITICAL,
GRASS-ROOTS CAMPAIGNING, IT WOULD STILL BE A BEST-SELLER TODAY.
AND Miss RANKIN DIDN'T STOP WORKING WHEN THE SUFFRAGE ISSUE
WAS SETTLED.
SHE FOUND OTHER CRUSADES*
BETWEEN HER TWO TERMS IN CONGRESS, SHE WORKED IN MANY STATES
FOR SOCIAL LEGISLATION IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF WOMEN AND
CHILDREN* A RESIDENT OF GEORGIA IN THOSE YEARS, SHE WORKED FOR
BETTER RACE RELATIONS* IN THE 1960s, SHE CAMPAIGNED AGAINST THE
VIETNAM WAR*
MISS RANKIN WAS A FORWARD THINKER* SHE PROVOKED, SHE
QUESTIONED, SHE PRODDED* SHE WAS ALWAYS ON THE MOVE -- WORKING
FOR CHANGE*
NOT ALL MONTANANS AGREED WITH HER VIEWS. BUT FEW SHOULD
DISAGREE THAT SHE DESERVES A PLACE OF HONOR IN STATUARY HALL*
WE NEED MORE LEADERS TODAY LIKE JEANNETTE RANKIN*
WE NEED MORE LEADERS WITH HER BRAND OF DEDICATION TO
EXCELLENCE AND COMMITMENT TO MAKING THE FUTURE A BETTER PLACE TO
LIVE*
JEANNETTE RANKIN IS A SYMBOL OF WHAT MADE THIS NATION GREAT,
AND WHAT WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE US GREAT*
